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The first thing that God did with Israel in 
the book of Numbers is to organize its 
leadership. (Numbers 3: 18-24, 27-30, 33-
35)35).

Gershonites  7500 males
Kohathites 8600 males
Merarites 6200 males

Each clan of leadership is given a specific 
area of responsibility:

Gershonites were to camp on the west 
side of the tabernacle and beside of the tabernacle and be 
responsible for its curtains and 
coverings. (Num. 3:25–26; 4:21–28, 
38–41) 

Kohathites were to camp on the south side 
of the Tabernacle and are responsible for 
its furniture (the Ark, the lampstand, etc.). 
(Num 3:31–32; 4:1–20 34–37)(Num. 3:31 32; 4:1 20, 34 37) 
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Merarites were to camp on the north side 
of the Tabernacle and are responsible for 
its crossbars, posts, frames, etc. (Num. 
3:36–37; 4:29–33 42–49):3:36 37; 4:29 33, 42 49): 

Note that every clan had a designated 
area and a specific responsibility.  

After the Leadership had been organized, 
God then establishes some immediate by-
laws.

1 H t bli h d f1.  He establishes a code of 
discipline and correction. 

(Numbers 5:1-4)
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2.  He establishes a code 
of ethics on how men   
should treat each 
other. (Numbers 5: 5-
10).

3.  He establishes a code of 
marital fidelity and the 
removal of jealousyremoval of jealousy 
(Numbers 5: 11-31).

4. He establishes a 
principle on covenant       
commitment (Numberscommitment. (Numbers 
6: 1-21)
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5. He establishes a 
Priestly benediction.  
(N b 6 22 27)(Numbers 6:22-27)


